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Final Race Instructions
Directions to the race:

You are welcome to try one of the mapping sites to find your way in but be careful!  You can NOT enter the Lake Wildwood neighborhood from Thomaston Road.  You must enter on Zebulon Road to check in at the guard booth.

Get to I-475 – this is the Macon bypass for I-75.

Take Exit 9 - Zebulon Rd. 

Go west on Zebulon. (right coming from the north, left from the south.)

The first traffic light you come to after leaving the overpass area is Lake Wildwood Drive. You'll see the entrance to the community to your left. Turn left onto Lake Wildwood Drive. 

Get in the left lane (visitors) and stop at the Guard Booth. They will ask where you are going. Just give them my name and address: Andrew Strickland, 1294 Happy Trail.  Don't tell them you're going to a race - they don't know. Ah, guerilla style racing... If anyone asks why all of these people are going to my house, we’re having a party (it’s true – we’re having a running party!)

Continue past the guard booth to the stop sign. This is Greentree Parkway. Turn right on Greentree. 

Go to the second stop sign - this is Chisholm Trail. Turn right on Chisholm. 

After just a few quick roads you'll turn right on Santa Fe Trail. 

You will drive for a bit, go through a 4-way stop, and eventually come to Saddlehorn Drive. Turn right on Saddlehorn. 

Saddlehorn dead-ends across from my driveway. You'll see my house right in front of you at the stop sign - 1294 Happy Trail. It's a yellow house, half 2-story, with brown and green trim. It will also be the one with a runners’ aid station in the front yard. [image: image2.png]


 
Parking:

The main driveway needs to be left clear to allow runners access to the registration area (also known as my garage.)  Check with the volunteers on duty about the best place to park.  There is lots of space available behind the house and in the clearing beside it.  You can also park along the road, but do not park by the fire hydrant across from the house.  That tends to make the fire department grumpy.
Before the Race:

Restrooms are available inside the house.  You are welcome to relax in the living room and watch whatever running-related movies we are showing in there until you are ready to start the race.  Any drop bags can be dropped right in the garage – you’ll be passing by a lot!  

The Start:

When you are ready to begin, sign in your starting time by your name in the log book taking the time from the official race clock.  Then start running! 

The Course:

The course is a 4.37 mile loop that is repeated 3 times by the ½ marathoners and 6 times by the full marathoners.  It is marked with bright YELLOW signs.  It has changed slightly from last year, so be careful.  Basically I eliminated the killer hill from the middle of the Cherokee section, made the turns in that area simpler, and added a short out and back on the other side of the course.  Because the course is slightly longer, there is no need for a short finishing loop like last year.  Once you’ve done your 6 (or 3) loops, you’re done!
A full aid station is available at the start/finish with a buffet of ultra-style food and hydration.  A single unmanned water station is located near the 2 mile mark.

Call out to the volunteers at the main aid station (my house) with your name every time you finish a lap so they can help you count!  You wouldn’t want to accidentally make this an ultra would you?  Maybe you would. [image: image3.png]



An interactive map is available on the race website: http://makeitbymidnight.homestead.com
Other Stuff:
The Lake Wildwood area is not terribly fond of street lights.  You will find portions of this course extremely dark.  Please bring a flashlight – you’ll need it.  Also, reflective gear is highly recommended.  The course will not be closed to traffic.  You won’t encounter much traffic, but the cars you do meet will not be expecting insane runners going in circles in the middle of the night.

The course signs will have glowsticks (and possibly flashlights) on them to help you navigate the course in the dark.  We will also have glow necklaces and bracelets available for runners to wear.  Not only will they make you safer, they’re t fun.  Fair warning: some of our volunteers are downright militant about decorating the runners with glowing jewelry…

I recommend carrying a water bottle for constant hydration.  It will be dark much of the time, but it will be incredibly humid.  Plan accordingly – stay hydrated!

Please keep the neighborhood clean.  Leave any trash at the aid stations or (in a pinch) by one of the course directional signs.

If you can, drop me an e-mail and let me know what goodies you may be bringing to add to the bounty that is our aid table: tighurt@gmail.com 

Awards

Your medal and tiara (or pumpkin) will be awarded immediately after you finish the race!  We have new awards this year – very cool, rather silly, and all inappropriately appropriate. 
Additional questions?  

Call Andrew Strickland (478) 475-1371 or e-mail to tighurt@gmail.com .
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